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of his having put himself 011 an equality with the
Guru. He replied, ' I am of higher caste than the
Guru, and owner of a village. How is he superior
to me ? * Then the Sikhs repeated for his edification
the eleventh slok of Asa ki War. On hearing it
the man's pride and malevolence departed, and he
became a devout Sikh.

King Ram Chandar, accepted by the Hindus as
a god, had a younger half-brother named Bharat.
It is said that from him the Khatris of the Bhalla
tribe have descended. Tej Bhan of that line went
and dwelt in the village of Basarka not far from
Amritsar. His wife Bakht Kaur bore him four sons,
the eldest of whom was Arnar Das. He was born
before day on the I4th of the light half of Baisakh
in the Sambat year 1536 (A.D. 1479). He lived
partly by agriculture and partly by trade. At the
age of twenty-three years and ten months he was
married to Mansa Devi. There were two sons,
Mohri and Mohan, and two daughters, Dani and
Bhani, born of the marriage. Amar Das was a zealous
believer in the Vaishnav faith, and used to fast
every eleventh day. He ever reflected that his
human life was passing in vain, and he longed for
the guidance of a religious teacher to make it pro-
fitable. ' How can the lotus bloom without the sight
of the sun/ he asked, ' and how can man obtain
salvation without a guru ? ' He made a vow to
bathe yearly in the Ganges, and zealously discharge
all the duties of a pious Hindu. On returning for
the twentieth time from that sacred river, wearied
with travel and the noonday heat, he lay down to
sleep outside the village of Mihra.

As Amar Das continued his journey, he met a
monk with whom he became so intimate and friendly
that they cooked for each other. The monk on seeing
Amar Das's merits asked him what guru had taught
him such piety and wisdom. Amar Das replied that
he had no guru. On hearing this the monk said,